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Having a Plan




HavingPlan
I. Introduction:  Men’s Retreat-  “Men of Purpose”


A. Used the “Tower”  Luke 14:26-30


B. Used the “Skilled master builder”  1Cor 3: 10-13


C. Can’t recover all this ground but: “Have a plan”

II. A Bit More Motivation:  “You are Responsible”


A. As individuals; as parents for children


B. Genesis:  “Adam, what happened here?”


C. Fig tree:   “I expect fruit!”


D. Talents:  “I expect a return on my investment!”


E. Christianity is more than 10 commandments and an altar call.


F. It is also about growth as an individual into a mature life of discipleship...of growth in: prayer, 
relationships, community and service.


G. God, Satan, boss, wife all have a plan for your life.

III. Having a Plan: A Simple Plan for Each Year

A. Annual review (in development): a distinction


B. How can I (we, they) be closer to Christ and His kingdom at the end of the year?



1) The “show progress” principle



2) Incremental and not just natural (education, physical) but spiritual.




-too many parents want highly-educated, successful children




-“raise them in the discipline and instruction of the Lord”  (disciples of Christ)  Eph6:4


C. Use the beginning of the year to lay it out



1) Father and mother should pray together to seek the Lord’s plan for children and then seek 

to serve it.



2) The Father has a plan for each of us; we who are fathers should do what we see our Father 

doing for our children too.

IV. One Key Element for Families is the Husband/Wife Meeting

A. Weekly, simple (see handout)


B. Not mainly for problems but support and planning


C. Quickly review the family and children’s plan weekly 


D. This discipline is itself a part of the plan


E. Have a scheduled and protected time slot (couple’s night not recommended time slot)

V. Review the Handouts


A. ‘Starter’ plan


B. Questions to ask


C. Advice sheet

VI. A Decision to Grow in 2008

